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WHAT IS THE ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM? 
Adopt-A-Park is a program that is managed by the Trenton Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment under the guidance of the Recreation Commission. The program is aimed at main-
taining the quality of our city parks by encouraging a strong sense of ownership in the 
community, giving dedicated groups and organizations the opportunity to assist in the 
maintenance, beautification, enhancement and monitoring of our community parks. 

WHO CAN BE INVOLVED? 
The department encourages all community civic, non-profit, social, recreational, neigh-
borhood and faith-based organizations or groups, as well as, individuals or businesses to 
become directly involved in our city parks system. The goal of the Adopt-A-Park program is 
to have all our parks adopted by as wide a range of groups as possible.

WHICH PARKS CAN BE ADOPTED? 
All of the city parks are available for adoption. These include: 
Affholter; Haas; Rotary; Kennedy; Lathrop; Lexington; Lions; MacArthur; North McLouth; 
South McLouth; Meyer Ellias; Slocum Truax; Tefend; Teifer; Williamson; Cambridge Tot Lot; 
Cora Tot Lot; Emeline Tot Lot; Syckelmoore Tot Lot; Southwicke Square

WHAT COMMITMENT IS REQUIRED FOR THE ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM? 
‘Adopters’ are required to make a two-year commitment to their selected park that can be 
renewed provided that the ‘adopter’ successfully meets their responsibilities. Trenton Parks 
and Recreation Department, under the guidance of the Recreation Commission, also re-
serves the right to terminate any group or organization that fails to meet the requirements 
of Adopt-A-Park or performs in a manner that is detrimental to Trenton parks. 

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM? 
Adopters are required to submit a monthly report to the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment that indicates the activities and work performed at the park during the month and to 
report on any concerns. Monthly activities are determined in initial meetings between the 
park commission representative and the ‘Adopter’, and could include but are not limited to 
the following:

Litter Pickup - Sweeping of Courts and Pavilions

Trail Cleanup - Clean Picnic Tables - Weed Removal

Reporting of Safety Hazards, Storm Damage, Vandalism, Dead or Injured Animals and Viola-
tions of Park Rules.

If the adoptive group or organization possess the necessary skills or resources, they could 
engage in a variety of other activities (with park commission approval) that could include: 
Trail construction or repair, tree or shrub plantings and pruning and building or structure 
repair or construction. In addition to the above, all ‘adopters’ are required to complete one 
major beautification or park enhancement project each year. The projects can be chosen 
from a list provided by the Parks and Recreation Department or from an approved ‘adopter’ 
suggestion. The Parks and Recreation Department will also welcome any adoptive group 
suggestions for other park enhancement projects beyond their required responsibilities, 
and would be available to work with them to obtain grants for their adopted park that 
might be available to them if they possess 501(c)(3)non-profit status. 
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WHAT SUPPORT CAN BE EXPECTED FROM THE PARK & RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT?
Each adoptive group or organization will have an assigned Park Commission represen-
tative. That representative will: - work with ‘adopter’ group leadership to define monthly 
duties and required activities.

be available to answer all questions and concerns and monitor the adoptive groups •	
performance and monthly reports.

provide support from township personnel when possible. •	

relay information to appropriate authorities when necessary to address critical or •	
dangerous issues.

discuss special projects or activities that adoptive groups would like to undertake in •	
their park.

assist in securing permission to hold group gatherings in their park for the purpose •	
of team building, assignment co-ordination, special group picnics or other activities.

insure that the township leadership and the community as a whole is aware of their •	
contribution.

discuss funding assistance for adoptive group suggested projects •	

create the opportunity for the leadership of all the township park ‘adopters’ to net-•	
work to share common interests and goals.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF ADOPT-A-PARK INVOLVEMENT?
Being involved in Adopt-A-Park is a great way for your organization or group to take 
an active role and provide a valuable and beneficial service in beautifying the Trenton 
Community. Participating in the program also helps to maintain and monitor the parks 
that provide our community with quality gathering, play and recreational outdoor expe-
riences. Each adoptive group or organization will have a permanent sign erected at their 
park in a prominent place that lists the name of their group as an official ‘adopter’ of the 
park. The adoptive group will also have their name listed in the on the city  website. 

HOW DO YOU APPLY TO THE ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM?
The first step is to obtain a Trenton Parks and Recreation Adopt-A-Park application. 
These forms are available at the Parks and Recreation office, online at www.trenotnmi.
org/parksandrec or can be requested by sending a written request to: 

Trenton Parks and Recreation 
2800 Third Street 
Trenton, MI 48183 
ATT: Adopt-A-Park Application

(Park adoptions are awarded by the Department on a first-come first-served basis after 
determination is made that the prospective applicant has the necessary resources in 
personnel and the expressed commitment to meet park adoption requirements.)
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GUIDELINES FOR PARK ‘ADOPTERS’
All groups or organizations that are selected to adopt a Trenton park are required to 
adhere to the following:

Submit a monthly Adopt-A-Park Activity and Observation Report during the 4th •	
week of each month.

Insure that all group/organization volunteers have signed and submitted a volun-•	
teer liability waiver form before performing any work in their adopted park.

Abide by all state and local laws, rules and regulations, in addition to all written and •	
verbal guidelines, directions and instructions from Trenton Parks and Recreation.

Submit the Trenton Adopt-A-Park Special Project Request Form to obtain permis-•	
sion to perform any work activities in your adopted park beyond the scope of work 
and activities that were established at the beginning of your adoption period.

Consult with your Trenton Park Commission representative to assist in preparing •	
the Adopt-A-Park Major Project Plan Report that will define the major park en-
hancement that is required to be completed each year. 

Submit the name and logo(if applicable) of your organization or group for your •	
official park ‘adopter’ sign that will be placed in a prominent place in your park after 
successful completion of the first six months of your adoption term.

Know that failure to comply with the Trenton Adopt-A-Park Guidelines will result in •	
your removal as an official park ‘adopter’.
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CHECK THE PARK YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADOPT

Organization Name ___________________________________________________________________

Contact Person _______________________________________________________________________

Primary Address ______________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________________ State______ Zip Code  ___________

Home Phone (___) _____________________________ Cell Phone (____) ___________________

Email Address (please print one character per box) 

Second Person in Charge _______________________________________________________________

Home Phone (___) _____________________________ Cell Phone (____) ___________________

Email Address (please print one character per box) 

Lathrop
Lexington
Lions
MacArthur
Meyer Ellias
N. McLouth
Rotary

Slocum Truax
South McLouth
Southwicke Square
Syckelmoore
Tefend
Teifer
Williamson

ORGANIZATION/GROUP DYNAMICS
What is the approximate number of individuals your group/organization can commit to performing the 
Adopt-A-Park duties at your chosen park? ___________
What is your group/organization hoping to accomplish by participating in the Adopt-A-Park Program?
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any special skills or capabilities that you can offer that would benefit the park you have chosen.
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
STATEMENT OF AGREEMENT
As the official representative of ___________________________, (organization/group) I have  read and 
commit that our organization/group will abide by the guidelines and safety recommendations of The 
Trenton Adopt-A-Park program as directed and supervised by the City of Trenton. I understand that this 
document is an application for Trenton Adopt-A-Park Program and that the department administration 
will make the final determination in selecting a group/organization to adopt a Trenton park. I also agree 
to ensure that all participants in my group/organization that perform work in the city park will sign the 
Trenton Adopt-A-Park Volunteer Waiver of Liability form.
____________________________ ___________ Signature  _____________________________Date 

MAIL YOUR COMPLETED APPLICATION TO:
Trenton Parks and Recreation
2800 Third Street
Trenton, MI 48183

Affholter
Cambridge
Cora
Emeline
Haas
Kennedy S.
Kennedy N.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY:
Date Received
Approved
Effective Date
Park
Tentative recognition date



VOLUNTEER WAIVER OF LIABILITY

Organization Name _______________________________________________________________

Volunteer’s Name __________________________________________________________________

Name of Parent or Gaurdian _________________________________________________________ 
(if volunteer is under 18)

Primary Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________________________________ State______ Zip Code  _______

Home Phone (___) _____________________________ Cell Phone (____) _______________

Emergency  Contact________________________________________________________________

Emergency Home Phone (___) _______________  Emergency Cell Phone (___) _______________

Email Address (please print one character per box) 

It is my intention to volunteer, or allow my minor child to volunteer, in the Trenton Adopt-A-Park 
Program. I agree, for myself or for my child, that my participation, or the participation of my child, 
is completely voluntary and that I am not entitled, or my child is not entitled, to payment for any 
services rendered. I also understand that my participation in, or the participation of my child in, 
the Trenton Adopt-A-Park program involves actual maintenance and/or enhancement of Trenton 
parks and has risks associated with it. I have read and agree to comply with, or have required my 
child to read and agree on his or her behalf that my child will comply with, the Safety Guidelines 
Sheet accompanying this waiver. Finally, I willingly accept the possibility of risk associated with 
the Trenton Adopt-A-Park Program on behalf of myself or on behalf of my child. Therefore, in con-
sideration of me or my child being permitted to volunteer in the Trenton Adopt-A-Park program 
and on behalf of myself or my child, I hereby waive, release, indemnify and hold harmless the City 
of Trenton, the Trenton Recreation Commission, their officers, employees, volunteers, successors 
and assigns from any claim of death, personal injury or property damage which may arise as a 
result of my participation in or the participation of my child in the Trenton Adopt-A-Park Program. 
I understand that the City of Trenton, the Trenton Recreation Commission and the other parties 
being released are relying on this waiver, and I voluntarily make this waiver of liability on behalf 
of myself or on behalf of my child. This release binds my personal representative, estate, heirs and 
assigns, or my child’s personal representative, estate, heirs and assigns.

________________________________________________
Signature of Volunteer or Minor Volunteers Parent or Guardian

_____________________
Date
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