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CITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTON    
REGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETING    
NOVEMBER 17NOVEMBER 17NOVEMBER 17NOVEMBER 17, 2014, 2014, 2014, 2014    

    
    After the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, the Regular Meeting of the City Council of 
Trenton, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem William LeFevre, at 8:00 p.m. on 
the above date in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
 Present on roll call by City Clerk Patricia Gearhart:  Councilpersons Timber Baun-
Crooks, Dan Gillespie, Robert Howey, MaryEllen McLeod, Steven Rzeppa, and Mayor Pro-
Tem William LeFevre. 
 
 There being a quorum present, the Council was declared in session. 
 
 Absent:  Mayor Kyle Stack. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson Howey, seconded by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, to excuse 
the absence of Mayor Stack. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 
Other Officers Present:  John Dahlquist, City Assessor; Michael McCullough, City 
Treasurer; Wallace Long, City Attorney; Scott Church, Human Resources Director; 
Christine Arnoczki, Controller; Paul Haley, Emergency Management Coordinator; Jim 
Wilson, DPS Superintendent; Jeff Evans, Fire Chief; Joann Gonyea, Parks and Recreation 
Director; Tim Beaker, Recreation Business Operations Manager; James Nardone, Police 
and Fire Services Director; and Steven Voss, Police Chief. 
 
 

MINUTESMINUTESMINUTESMINUTES 
 

 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Rzeppa, to approve the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 10, 2014. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONSPRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONSPRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONSPRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to make the 
presentation part of the regular minutes. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 

Detective Steve Allen, Certificate of Merit Award 
 
 Police and Fire Services Director Nardone, along with Police Chief Voss and Mayor 
Pro-Tem LeFevre, presented Detective Steve Allen a Certificate of Merit Award for his 
commitment, dedication, and outstanding efforts as lead investigator to a brutal sexual 
assault case, resulting in a conviction. 
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COMMUNICATIONS AGENDACOMMUNICATIONS AGENDACOMMUNICATIONS AGENDACOMMUNICATIONS AGENDA    
    

GENERALGENERALGENERALGENERAL    
B-1. 33RD DIST. COURT:  Court Budget, January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015   
                                             (Received on 11/10/2014) 

 
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONSGROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONSGROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONSGROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS    
C-1. ROTARY INTERACT CLUB:  Annual Jingle Drive 

    
DEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALS    
D-1. PARKS & RECREATION:  Kennedy Recreation Center Scoreboard Purchase  
                                                          (Referred from 11/10/2014) 

D-2. FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Grant Request Approval for New Fire Engine  
D-3. FIRE DEPARTMENT:  Grant Request Approval for Fire Fighter Air Packs 
    

COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS    
    

(B-1) 
33RD DISTRICT COURT 

Court Budget, January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015 (Received on 11/10/2014) 
 

CITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTON    
RESOLUTIONRESOLUTIONRESOLUTIONRESOLUTION    2014201420142014----31313131    

 
RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 33RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 33RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 33RESOLUTION TO APPROVE 33RDRDRDRD    JUDICIAL COURT BUDGETJUDICIAL COURT BUDGETJUDICIAL COURT BUDGETJUDICIAL COURT BUDGET    

FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2015FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2015FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2015FOR THE PERIOD OF JANUARY 1, 2015 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2015    
 

 WHEREASWHEREASWHEREASWHEREAS, the governing body for the City of Trenton has received the budget 
submitted by the 33rd District Court for the period of January 1, 2015 through December 
31, 2015. 
 
 NOW THEREFORENOW THEREFORENOW THEREFORENOW THEREFORE, the City of Trenton hereby resolves that the budget be adopted 
as submitted. 
 
 ADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSED ADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSED ADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSED ADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Trenton 
on this 17th day of November. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to approve the 
33rd District Court budget as submitted. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

(C-1) 
ROTARY INTERACT CLUB 

Annual Jingle Drive 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Rzeppa, to grant 
permission to the Interact Club to use the parking lot next to Martenson Funeral Home for 
their annual Jingle Drive to be held on Saturday, December 13, 2014, from 10:00 a.m. to 
Midnight, under Police Department direction.  
 
 Carried unanimously. 
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 Mr. Bruce Jocks, Advisor to the Interact Club spoke to the Mayor Pro-Tem and 
Council about their drive. 
 
  

(D-1) 
PARKS & RECREATION 

Kennedy Recreation Center Scoreboard Purchase (Referred from 11/10/2014) 

 
 Moved by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to concur 
with the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Director to waive the normal bidding 
procedures and approve the purchase of two LED Scoreboards for the Teifer Arena from 
Daktronics, in the amount of $10,800.00, with funding from the Capital Improvements 
Account (402-265-988.025). 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

(D-2) 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Grant Request Approval for New Fire Engine 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to grant the 
Fire Chief permission to apply for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) to replace the 
1992 Grumman Fire Engine, at a total cost to the City of Trenton of $22,000.00, with 
funding from the Equipment Maintenance Motor Vehicle Account (101-336-941.000). 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 

(D-3) 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Grant Request Approval for Fire Fighter Air Packs 
 
 Moved by Councilperson Rzeppa, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to grant the 
Fire Chief permission to apply for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) to replace 20 
air packs, masks and air fill stations, at a total cost to the City of Trenton of $9,634.50, with 
funding from the Equipment Maintenance Account (101-336-933.000). 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

    DISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTSDISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTSDISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTSDISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTS    
  
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to remove from 
the table the November 10, 2014 Authorized Disbursements. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to approve the 
Authorized Disbursements, per the November 10, 2014 schedule, in the amount of 
$610,434.73; EFT #72 to Charter One, in the amount of $9,170.75; and the Authorized 
Disbursements, per the November 17, 2014 schedule, in the amount of $45,864.99. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
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 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to approve the 
ACH Transactions, October 2014, in the amount of $4,481,294.92. 
 
 Carried unanimously.    

    
    

REPORTSREPORTSREPORTSREPORTS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to receive and 
place on file the Commission and Board Reports, November 17, 2014; Schedule of 
Investments and Cash on Hand, October 31, 2014; the Fire Department Report, October 
2014; and the Police Department Report, October 2014. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCIL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCIL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to hold a 
Closed Session after the Regular Council Meeting for the purpose of discussing 
negotiations. 
 
 Roll call:  Gillespie, Yes; Howey, Yes; LeFevre, Yes; McLeod, Yes; Rzeppa, Yes; and 
Baun-Crooks, Yes. 
 
 Motion carried. 
 

 
CITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTON    

RESOLUTION 2014RESOLUTION 2014RESOLUTION 2014RESOLUTION 2014----32323232    
 
 WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS, the City of Trenton (City) had rezoned certain parcels of the riverfront 
property acquired by Detroit Steel Company (DSC), being Trenton Land Holdings, from 
Industrial to Mixed Use, and; 
 
 WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS, the City elected to recognize certain pre-existing non-conforming uses 
associated with the operation of an integrated steel mill by Resolution dated 2005, and; 
 
 WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS, DSC has sought to enlarge upon the recognized and permitted uses to 
include unrelated operations and activities, including the use of the property by unrelated 
businesses, contrary to the City’s Zoning Code and without the requisite permits or 
authorization by the City, and 
 
 WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS,WHEREAS, the parties have been unable to reach a negotiated resolution of the 
dispute, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE,NOW THEREFORE,NOW THEREFORE,NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVEDBE IT RESOLVEDBE IT RESOLVEDBE IT RESOLVED    THAT,THAT,THAT,THAT, the City of Trenton does hereby 
authorize and direct legal counsel to commence legal proceedings against DSC and its 
affiliates for violations of the City’s Zoning Code. 
 
 ADOPTED,ADOPTED,ADOPTED,ADOPTED,    APPROVED AND PASSED APPROVED AND PASSED APPROVED AND PASSED APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Trenton 
this 17th day of November, 2014. 
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 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Rzeppa, to authorize 
and direct legal counsel to commence legal proceedings against Detroit Steel Company and 
its affiliates for violations of the City’s Zoning Code. 
 
 Carried unanimously.  
 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALS 
 
Councilperson Rzeppa * Trenton Trib Newspaper promoting local businesses 

in a “visitors’ guide”; Status on Elmwood repair; 
Capital Improvements. 

 
Councilperson Howey * Wished Mayor Stack a speedy recovery. 
 
Councilperson McLeod * Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Councilperson LeFevre * Congratulated Scott Church on daughter being 

inducted to THS Honors Society; Resident 
Complimented Tim Beaker on helping children. 

 
City Clerk Gearhart * Goodfellow Drive is Friday, November 21st in front of 

business and Saturday, November 22nd door to door; 
City Hall will be closed November 27th and 28th for 
Thanksgiving; Next Regular Council Meeting is 
Monday, December 1st. 

 
Fire Chief Evans * Toys for Tots Annual Coat Drive at both stations. 
 
  

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLICCOMMENTS FROM THE PUBLICCOMMENTS FROM THE PUBLICCOMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC    
 
Larry Bennett * Status of Riverside Hospital Site. 
 
     
    MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson 
Baun-Crooks, at 8:31 p.m. 

 
APPROVED BY: 
 
__________________________________________ 
WILLIAM D. LEFEVRE, MAYOR PRO-TEM 
 
__________________________________________ 
PATRICIA M. GEARHART, CITY CLERK 
 
 

MINUTES PREPARED BY:  Debra R. Devitt, Deputy City Clerk 
APPROVED ON: 
 
 
INFORMATION: 
1.  STATE OF MICHIGAN: Notice of Hearing, DTE Electric Company Case No. U-17680. 


