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CITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTON    
REGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETING    

MAY 5MAY 5MAY 5MAY 5, 201, 201, 201, 2014444    
    
    After the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, the Regular Meeting of the City Council of 
Trenton, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor Stack, at 8:06 p.m. on the above date in 
the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
 Present on roll call by City Clerk Gearhart:  Baun-Crooks, Gillespie, Howey, 
LeFevre, McLeod, Rzeppa, and Stack. 
 
 There being a quorum present, the Council was declared in session. 
 
 Absent:  None. 
 
 
Other Officers Present:  John Dahlquist, City Assessor; Michael McCullough, City 
Treasurer; James Wagner, City Administrator; Wallace Long, City Attorney; Christine 
Arnoczki, Controller; Paul Haley, Emergency Management Coordinator; William Hogan, 
City Engineer; Jeff Evans, Fire Chief; Joann Gonyea, Parks and Recreation Director; Tim 
Beaker, Recreation Business Operations Manager; James Nardone, Police and Fire Services 
Director; and Francene Sanak, Librarian. 
 
 

MINUTESMINUTESMINUTESMINUTES 
 

 Moved by Councilperson Gillespie, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to approve the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of April 28, 2014. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

PRESENTATIONPRESENTATIONPRESENTATIONPRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONSS AND PROCLAMATIONSS AND PROCLAMATIONSS AND PROCLAMATIONS    
 
 Police and Fire Director Nardone introduced Police Officer Frank Cavazos, new to 
the Trenton Police Department. 
 
 Mayor Stack introduced and welcomed Andrew Linko, Supervisor of Brownstown 
Township to Council Meeting. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to make the 
presentations and proclamation part of the regular minutes. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 

Oakwood Hospital Southshore Healthy Trenton Initiative 
 
 Mayor Stack introduced and welcomed Edith Hughes, Division President of 
Oakwood Hospital Southshore and Lindsey West, M.P.H. Manger, Community Health 
Oakwood Healthcare Systems.  Edith Hughes and Lindsey West gave an overview of the 
Healthy Trenton Initiative, with their vision on implementing the health concerns of the 
community. 
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Peace Officers’ Memorial Day & Police Week 
 

 Mayor Stack read aloud the Proclamation to all citizens requesting to observe the 
week of May 11th as National Police Week and May 15th as Peace Officer’s Memorial Day. 
 
 Police and Fire Director Nardone asked citizens to fly their flags at half-staff on May 
15th in honor of Peace Officers Memorial Day. 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS    AGENDAAGENDAAGENDAAGENDA    
    
GENERALGENERALGENERALGENERAL    
B-1. 33RD DISTRICT COURT:  Fines, Costs, Fees, February 2014 
    
GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS:GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS:GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS:GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS:    
C-1. TRENTON GOODFELLOWS: Annual Goodfellow Drive 
  
DEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALS    
D-1. PARKS AND RECREATION:  Fireworks Sound Company 
D-2. PARKS AND RECREATION:  Ennis Field Scoreboard 
D-3. POLICE DEPARTMENT:  Adjustment of Animal Shelter Fees 
D-4. POLICE DEPARTMENT:  “No Kill for Adoptable Animals” Policy 
D-5. CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  Municipal Library Agreement 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS    
    

(B-1) 
33RD DISTRICT COURT 

Fines, Costs, Fees, February 2014 
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to receive 
and place on file the Fines, Costs, Fees, February 2014, submitted by the 33rd District Court 
showing the City of Trenton receiving $778.31. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

(C-1) 
TRENTON GOODFELLOWS 
Annual Goodfellow Drive 

 
 Moved by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, seconded by Councilperson Gillespie, to 
concur with the Civic Commission and approve the Annual Newspaper Sale to be held on 
Friday, November 21, 2014, and Saturday, November 22, 2014, and grant permission for 
the use of the D.P.S. personnel and trucks to deliver Goodfellow food on Wednesday, 
December 17, 2014, with Thursday, December 18, 2014, as an alternate day, in the event of 
inclement weather. 
 
 Roll Call:  Gillespie, Yes; Howey, Yes; LeFevre, Yes; McLeod, Yes; Rzeppa, Yes; 
Stack, Abstain; and Baun-Crooks, Yes. 
 
 Motion carried. 
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(D-1) 
PARKS AND RECREATION 
Fireworks Sound Company 

 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson Rzeppa, to concur with 
the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Director and waive the usual bidding 
procedures and approve Allen Audio System to provide the sound system for the 4th of July 
Fireworks Event in the amount of $5,200.00, with funding from the Festival Special 
Projects Account (285-692-985.025) in which sponsorship dollars have been secured to cover 
entire cost. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

(D-2) 
PARKS AND RECREATION 

Ennis Field Scoreboard 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Rzeppa, to concur with 
the recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Director to approve the purchase of an 
electronic scoreboard at Ennis Field from Nevco, who submitted the lowest quote in the 
amount of $3,616.47, with funding from the Festival Special Projects Account (285-692-
985.025) in which the Ennis Family donated $5000.00, with remaining money to be used for 
installation and signage, and reject the other quote. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

(D-3) 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

Adjustment of Animal Shelter Fees 
 
 Moved by Councilperson Gillespie, seconded by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, to 
concur with the recommendation of the Director of Police and Fire to increase the fees at 
the Trenton/Woodhaven Animal Shelter. 
 
 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION 
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to refer the 
item of Adjustment of Animal Shelter Fees, and item of “No Kill for Adoptable Animals” 
Policy, to the Study Session on May 19, 2014, at 7:00 p.m. and to invite the Animal Control 
Officer, City of Woodhaven Mayor, and City of Woodhaven Deputy Police Chief to attend. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
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(D-5) 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

Municipal Library Agreement 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to concur with 
the recommendation of the City Administrator and approve the Cooperative Library 
Services Agreement with the City of Woodhaven, the Township of Brownstown, and the 
Township of Grosse Ile to convert the Veteran’s Memorial Library from a county owned 
facility to a municipal facility, for three fiscal periods beginning July 1, 2014 through June 
30, 2017, beginning September 1, 2014, in the initial term. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 Andrew Linko, Township of Brownstown Supervisor, spoke to the Mayor and 
Council, happy to be a part of the municipal library agreement, asset to work together 
sharing resources and providing services to our communities. 
 
 
 

DISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTSDISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTSDISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTSDISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to approve 
the Authorized Disbursements, per the May 5, 2014 schedule, in the amount of 
$359,219.66. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

REPORTSREPORTSREPORTSREPORTS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to receive 
and place on file the Commission and Board Reports, May 5, 2014. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

OTHER COUNCL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCL BUSINESS    
    

CITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTON 
RESOLUTION NO. 2014RESOLUTION NO. 2014RESOLUTION NO. 2014RESOLUTION NO. 2014----11111111 

 
 WHEREAS, the CITY OF TRENTON ("City") has within its corporate boundaries a 
number of actively used rail crossings which present lengthy delays and emergency traffic 
challenges for its residents and commuters traveling through the City on a daily basis; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the major crossing operated by Canadian National Railroad (CN) is 
located within the City on Fort Street, a state highway (M-85), just north of Vreeland Rd., 
which serves as the major connector between several downriver communities and as a bypass 
in the north-south corridor in the event that the parallel inter-state highway, I-75 is closed 
due to accidents or other emergencies; and 
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 WHEREAS, the City and neighboring communities have been in desperate need of a 
bypass at the rail crossing  for their emergency vehicles and quick access to the community 
hospital (Southshore Hospital) located on M-85 south of the CN crossing, and  
 
 WHEREAS, the requests for assistance from the State of Michigan and CN to alleviate 
this hazard have long been unheeded; 
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City of Trenton does hereby petition and 
demand the State of Michigan and Canadian Railroad to take immediate action to alleviate 
the congestion and hazard caused by protracted closings of state highway (M-85) at Fort St. 
near Vreeland Rd, in the City of Trenton, which obstructions daily disrupt and endanger the 
lives of hundreds of downriver citizens and especially those dependent on emergency access to 
the community hospital. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this petition be served on the State of Michigan, 
the County of Wayne, the Canadian National Railroad, the Downriver Community Conference 
and its member communities, the area State Representatives and State Senators, and 
Governor of the State of Michigan, noting the existing 2008 Final Feasibility Study for the 
Grade Separation of M-85 and CN Railroad (being CS 82211-JN 88874). 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized 
and directed to execute and deliver this Resolution of the City of Trenton to the persons and 
entities, identified above. 
 
 
    ADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSEDADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSEDADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSEDADOPTED, APPROVED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Trenton this 
5th day of May, 2014. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, to 
approve a Resolution to request assistance from the State of Michigan and CN Railroad for 
a bypass at the rail crossing on M-85, and request the City Attorney to add a statement to 
the resolution regarding feasibility information from Public Hearing of 2007. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALS 
 
Councilperson Howey * Budget Concerns, asked everyone to look for 

additional structural deficit items to reduce 
expenditures. 

 
Councilperson LeFevre * Elected Officials and Capital Projects Budget 

tomorrow night, asked to everyone to bring 
items/ideas to save money to meeting. 
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Mayor Stack * Congratulated Soroptimists of Trenton for receiving 
Governors Award; Resident Susan Mesler will be 
decorating the Welcome to Trenton signs for Relay 
for Life; Resident Sheri Lindsay received Life Style 
Change Reward from the American Heart 
Association, speaking to groups promoting heart 
health; Trenton Ice Cream Shoppe Customer 
Appreciation Day May 20th. 

 
City Clerk Gearhart * Public Hearing regarding 2014-2015 FY Budget on 

Monday, May 19th at 7:45 p.m., Regular Council 
Meeting to follow. 

 
Parks & Rec Director Gonyea * Buzz Magazine delivered door to door this week; 

Shred-It Day Saturday, May 10th No Electronic 
Waste Collection; Looking forward to working with 
Oakwood Hospital/Health Systems on Healthy 
Initiative. 

 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLICCOMMENTS FROM THE PUBLICCOMMENTS FROM THE PUBLICCOMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC    
 
Andrew Linko * Downriver Realtor Association may have interest in 

supporting railroad crossing. 
 
 
    MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson 
Baun-Crooks, at 8:59 p.m. 

 
APPROVED BY: 
 
__________________________________________ 
KYLE F. STACK, MAYOR 
 
__________________________________________ 
PATRICIA M. GEARHART, CITY CLERK 
 
 
 

MINUTES PREPARED BY:  Debra R. Devitt, Deputy City Clerk 
APPROVED ON: 
 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS: 
1. STATE OF MICHIGAN:  Notice of Hearing for the Customer of DTE Electric Company 

Case No &-17097-R, May 20, 2014. 
2. COMCAST:  Conversion of Comcast of the South, Inc. to Comcast of 

Colorado/Florida/Michigan/New Mexico/Pennsylvania/Washington, LLC 


