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2014-180 

CITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTONCITY OF TRENTON    
REGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETINGREGULAR MEETING    

OCTOBOCTOBOCTOBOCTOBER ER ER ER 6666,,,,    2012012012014444    
    
    After the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, a moment of silence was observed in 
memory of Bob Gravel, former Department of Services Employee who passed away.  The 
Regular Meeting of the City Council of Trenton, Michigan, was called to order by Mayor 
Kyle Stack, at 8:01 p.m. on the above date in the City Hall Council Chambers. 
 
 Present on roll call by City Clerk Patricia Gearhart:  Councilpersons Timber Baun-
Crooks, Dan Gillespie, Robert Howey, William LeFevre, MaryEllen McLeod, Steven 
Rzeppa, and Mayor Kyle Stack. 
 
 There being a quorum present, the Council was declared in session. 
 
 Absent:  None. 
 
 
Other Officers Present:  John Dahlquist, City Assessor; Michael McCullough, City 
Treasurer; James Wagner, City Administrator; Wallace Long, City Attorney; Christine 
Arnoczki, Controller; Paul Haley, Emergency Management Coordinator; William Hogan, 
City Engineer; Jim Wilson, DPS Supervisor; Jeff Evans, Fire Chief; Scott Church, Human 
Resources Manager; Joann Gonyea, Parks and Recreation Director; Tim Beaker, Recreation 
Business Operations Manager; James Nardone, Police and Fire Services Director; and 
Steven Voss, Police Chief. 
 
 

MINUTESMINUTESMINUTESMINUTES 
 

 Moved by Councilperson Gillespie, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to approve the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of September 15, 2014. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

APPOINTMENTSAPPOINTMENTSAPPOINTMENTSAPPOINTMENTS 
 

Building Code Board of Appeals 
 

 Moved by Councilperson Gillespie, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to approve the 
Mayor’s reappointment of Russell Wittman and Mahlon Lauer, to the Building Code Board 
of Appeals, for terms ending October 1, 2017. 
 
 Roll call:  Gillespie, Yes; Howey, Yes; LeFevre, Yes; McLeod, Yes; Rzeppa, Yes; 
Stack, Abstain; and Baun-Crooks, Yes. 
 
 Motion carried. 
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COMMUNICATIONS AGENDACOMMUNICATIONS AGENDACOMMUNICATIONS AGENDACOMMUNICATIONS AGENDA    
    

GENERALGENERALGENERALGENERAL    
B-1. 33RD DISTRICT COURT:  Fines, Costs, Fees, August 2014 
B-2. PAT BRYAN:  Residential Issues 

B-3. BILLY SIMS:  Redevelopment of DSC/McLouth Property 

 

GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONSGROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONSGROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONSGROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS    
C-1. KIWANIS CLUB:  Annual Peanut Sale 

C-2. THS TRENTON ROBOTICS TEAM: Bottle Drive Request 

C-3. ANDERSON SCHOOL:  Anderson Walk-A-Thon 

C-4. THS CREW:  Bottle Drive Request 

C-5. THS CREW:  Bottle Drive Request 

    
DEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALSDEPARTMENT HEADS & OFFICIALS    
D-1. CITY TREASURER:  Agreement for ATM’s in Lobby of City Hall, Kennedy Ice Rink 

and the Police Station 
D-2. CITY ADMINISTRATOR:  DSC 
    
LLLLATE COMMUNICATIONSATE COMMUNICATIONSATE COMMUNICATIONSATE COMMUNICATIONS    
L-1. CITY ENGINEER:  Request to Purchase Department of Public Services Vehicles 

 

COMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONSCOMMUNICATIONS    
    

B-1 
33RD DISTRICT COURT 

Fines, Costs, Fees, August 2014 
 

 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to receive 
and place on file the fines, costs, fees, submitted by the 33rd District Court, showing the 
City of Trenton receiving $14,498.07. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 

 

B-2 

PAT BRYAN 

Residential Issues 

 

 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, to 
receive and place on file the letter submitted by Pat Bryan, regarding residential issues. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 Pat Bryan read her letter to the Mayor and City Council regarding her concerns. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson Gillespie, to do 
whatever is necessary to fine Dr. Nasir on a daily basis for every day that the noxious 
weeds and all of the waist high weeds and everything else that is on that property that 
needs to be addressed is not addressed. 
 
 Carried unanimously.  
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B-3 
BILLY SIMS:   

Redevelopment of DSC/McLouth Property 
 
 Moved by Councilperson Gillespie, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to receive 
and place on file the letter submitted by Billy Sims, regarding redevelopment of the Detroit 
Steel Company, McLouth property. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 Billy Sims and David Coleman, CEO of ACCR, spoke to the Mayor and City Council 
regarding their preliminary plan to build a dairy facility on the Detroit Steel Company, 
McLouth property. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to refer the 
item to Administration for further evaluation and negotiations. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 

 

C-1 

KIWANIS CLUB 

Annual Peanut Sale 

 
 Moved by Councilperson Rzeppa, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to concur with 
the recommendation of the Civic Commission and grant permission to the Kiwanis Club to 
sell Kiwanis peanuts in the City of Trenton from October 20 through October 25, 2014, 
under Police Department direction. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 

 

C-2 

THS TRENTON ROBOTICS TEAM 

Bottle Drive Request 

 

 Moved by Councilperson Gillespie, seconded by Councilperson Howey, to concur with 
the recommendation of the Civic Commission and grant permission to the Trenton High 
School Robotics Team to conduct a bottle drive collection in the City of Trenton, distributing 
flyers on Wednesday, October 29th and Thursday, October 30th, and collecting the bottles on 
Saturday, November 1, 2014, from 9:00 a.m. till dark, under adult supervision and under 
Police Department direction. 
 

 Carried unanimously. 

 

 Ed Neubecker spoke to the Mayor and City Council regarding the Robotics team and 

bottle drive. 
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C-3 

ANDERSON SCHOOL 

Anderson Walk-A-Thon 

 

 Moved by Councilperson Rzeppa, seconded by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, to 
approve the request from Anderson Elementary School Principal, Doug Mentzer to hold a 
Walk-A-Thon on October 10, 2014, or in the case of inclement weather on Friday, October 
17, 2014 at 9:00 a.m., under the direction of the Police Department. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

C-4 

THS CREW 

Bottle Drive Request 

 

 Moved by Councilperson Howey, seconded by Councilperson Rzeppa, to concur with 
the recommendation of the Civic Commission and grant permission to the Trenton High 
School Crew team to conduct a bottle drive collection in the City of Trenton, distributing 
flyers on Saturday, November 22, 2014, and collecting the bottles on Saturday, November 
29, 2014, under adult supervision and under Police Department direction. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 

 

 

C-5 

THS CREW 

Bottle Drive Request 

 

 Moved by Councilperson Gillespie, seconded by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, to 
concur with the recommendation of the Civic Commission and grant permission to the 
Trenton High School Crew team to conduct a bottle drive collection in the City of Trenton, 
distributing flyers on Saturday, April 11, 2015, and collecting the bottles on Saturday, April 
18, 2015, under adult supervision and under Police Department direction. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

D-1 
CITY TREASURER 

Agreement for ATM’s in Lobby of City Hall, Kennedy Ice Rink and the Police Station 
 

Moved by Councilperson Rzeppa, seconded by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, to concur 
with the recommendation of the City Treasurer and approve the agreement between the 
City of Trenton and ATM of America, for ATM’s in the lobby of City Hall, the Kennedy 
Recreation Center, and the Police Department, for a term of three years. 

 
Carried unanimously. 
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Mayor Stack read aloud a statement regarding Detroit Steel Company. 
 

D-2 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR 

DSC 
 

FIRST MOTION 
 

Moved by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, seconded by Councilperson LeFevre, to 
discuss the proposal from Detroit Steel Company for a zoning modification request. 

 
 
Robert Burns, Detroit River Keeper, spoke to the Mayor and City Council regarding 

the Detroit Steel Company site and submitted pictures of activities on the site. 
 
 

SECOND MOTION 
 
Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, based on a 

statement Mr. Hogan made and Mr. Wagner made, that DSC does not have a certificate of 
occupancy, we should pad lock the site of Detroit Steel Company at 10:00 p.m. and wait for 
further response. 

 
 
Moved by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, seconded by Councilperson Rzeppa, to take a 

short recess. 
 
Carried unanimously. 
 
Recessed at 9:06 p.m.  
 
 
Moved by Councilperson Howey, seconded by Councilperson Gillespie, to reconvene 

the Council meeting. 
 
Carried unanimously. 
 
Reconvened at 9:30 p.m. 
 
 

AMENDMENT TO SECOND MOTION 
 
Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to order 

Administration to pad lock the site of Detroit Steel Company, based on no certificate of 
occupancy being issued, in addition to information obtained from a whistle blower, proper 
protocol was not followed and illegal steps were taken knowingly that the pad requirements 
did not meet regulations, knowing that the pad was not sufficient to maintain weight, 
knowing that it was too close to the water, with no barrier, and with no liner, showing 
knowledge on the part of DSC and willingness to go forward despite the knowledge of it 
being harmful and dangerous to human life. 

 
Carried unanimously. 
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AMENDMENT TO FIRST MOTION 
 
Moved by Councilperson Rzeppa, seconded by Councilperson LeFevre, to deny the 

proposal from Detroit Steel Company for a zoning modification request. 
 
Carried unanimously. 

 
 

LLLLATE COMMUNICATIONSATE COMMUNICATIONSATE COMMUNICATIONSATE COMMUNICATIONS    
    

L-1 

CITY ENGINEER 

Request to Purchase Department of Public Services Vehicles 

    
 Moved by Councilperson Rzeppa, seconded by Councilperson Gillespie, to concur 
with recommendation of the City Engineer and approve the purchase of eight, 2015 Ford 
F250 4x4 pickup trucks, with a snow plow package, from Gorno Ford; utilizing the “MiDeal” 
State Contract bid program, for the Department of Public Services, with funding from the 
Water Department Restricted Asset account (592-563-982.000), and the Motor Vehicle Pool 
account (661-932-982.000), in the amount of $215,080.00. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

    DISBURSEMENTS AND DISBURSEMENTS AND DISBURSEMENTS AND DISBURSEMENTS AND STATEMENTSSTATEMENTSSTATEMENTSSTATEMENTS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to approve 
the Authorized Disbursements, per the October 6, 2014 schedule, in the amount of 
$666,350.59. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to approve 
the disbursement payable to Certified Alarm, in the amount of $540.00. 
 
 Roll Call:  Howey, Yes; LeFevre, Yes; McLeod, Yes; Rzeppa, Yes; Stack, Yes; Baun-
Crooks, Yes; and Gillespie, Abstain.  
 
 Motion carried. 
 
 

REPORTSREPORTSREPORTSREPORTS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson LeFevre, seconded by Councilperson Gillespie, to receive 
and place on file the Commission and Board Reports, October 6, 2014; and the Schedule of 
Investments and Cash on Hand, September 30, 2014. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
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OTHER COUNCIL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCIL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCIL BUSINESSOTHER COUNCIL BUSINESS    
 
 Moved by Councilperson Baun-Crooks, seconded by Councilperson McLeod, to 
reschedule the Budget Session scheduled for Tuesday, October 14, 2014 to Monday,   
October 27, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Carried unanimously. 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALSCOMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL AND OFFICIALS 
 
Councilperson Howey  * Start looking at all of waterfront property, need long 

range plans; Thanked everyone for their efforts on 
the Scarecrow Festival.  

 
Councilperson Rzeppa * Positive step with DSC Zoning, Thanked residents 

for attending; Asked Administration for an update 
Riverside Hospital site, Riverwalk. 

 
Councilperson Baun-Crooks  * Budget Session; Mr. Webb, drainage issue.  
 
Councilperson LeFevre * Wearing pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Week for 

the Month of October; Wished Glen Scafidi best 
wishes on retirement; Complimented Scarecrow 
Festival; Thanked Police Department for assistance 
with a business incident, fraud check; Commended 
Mayor and Administration for efforts regarding DSC 
and Riverside Hospital. 

 
Councilperson McLeod  * Requested Engineer to invite lawn cutting 

companies to Study Session, regarding honoring 
their contracts. 

 
Mayor Stack * Prayers to Trenton Family of woman killed in car 

accident today in Redford. 
 
City Clerk Gearhart * Next Regular Council Meeting is Monday, October 

20th; Absentee ballots are available for the November 
4th Election. 

 
Emergency Manager Haley * Urged residents to contact FEMA regarding 

assistance from August 11th rain storm, online at 
www.disasterassistance.gov by smart phones at 
m.fema.gov or by phone at 1-800-621-3362. 

 
Administrator Wagner * Gave an update on the Riverside Hospital site with 

upcoming scheduled meetings regarding property.  
Trenton Library is officially operating as a 
Municipal Library. 

 
City Engineer Hogan * Leaf collection starts October 20th. 
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Parks & Rec. Director Gonyea * Haas Park Playground complete, thanked 
volunteers; Affholter Park Community Build on 
October 18th, volunteers welcome; Boo Bash on 
October 11th at Cultural Center, thanked the 
Trenton Exchange Club and Trenton Firefighters 
Charities for their help with event; Bus trip to DIA 
on Saturday. 

 
Police Chief Voss * New Police vehicle design earned 2nd place award.\ 
 
 

COMMENTS FROM THE COMMENTS FROM THE COMMENTS FROM THE COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLICPUBLICPUBLICPUBLIC    
 
Bill Smith * Thanked Police Department, great job keeping our 

city safe. 
 
Dave Roussey * Grateful to Police Department, Mayor, and City 

Council; Ship arrival. 
 
Tim Buhse * Thanked Mayor and City Council for their efforts 

regarding Detroit Steel Company issue. 
 
Connie Clark * Lives across from Detroit Steel Company site in 

Grosse Ile, health issues. 
 
    
    MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN MOTION TO ADJOURN by Councilperson McLeod, seconded by Councilperson 
Howey, at 10:32 p.m. 

 
APPROVED BY: 
 
__________________________________________ 
KYLE F. STACK, MAYOR 
 
__________________________________________ 
PATRICIA M. GEARHART, CITY CLERK 
 
 

MINUTES PREPARED BY:  Debra R. Devitt, Deputy City Clerk 

APPROVED ON: 

 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMSINFORMATIONAL ITEMSINFORMATIONAL ITEMSINFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
1.  WOW:  Rate Increases  (September 26, 2014) 


